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them on a consideration not only of their proportion Criticism
to   the   total   population  .but   also   of   their   alleged jf0nsegula"
political importance, by special electorates  created for framed by
the purpose, but they also permit them to take part in Govern-
elections by mixed electorates, and thereby enable them "J6?1,.
.         ,                J                           f of India:
to secure  an  excessive  and   undue   representation  of
their   particular   community   to   the   exclusion   to   a
corresponding   extent of the   representatives of   other
communities.   The system of single votes which was
an essential feature of Lord Morley's scheme has been
cast to the winds ; the injustice of double and plural /t\
voting which Lord Morley  tried  to avoid has  been Plural
given the fullest play.   In my province, and I believe voting for
in other provinces also, some of my Mahomedan fellow-     us ims
subjects have voted in three places.   So long as there
was still a chance of getting the Government to increase
the number of seats which were to be specially reserved
to  them,  our  astute  friends of  the Moslem League
swore that none of them would seek election to the
Councils  by  the votes  of  non-Moslems.    When  the
Regulations were passed, they lost no time in conceal-
ling the Resolution of their League, and put forward Unfair
candidates to contest almost every seat for which dec-
tions were to be made by mixed electorates.   Members
of Municipal and District Boards to whom the general League
franchise has been confined were elected or appointed at
a time when the Moslem League had not preached the
gospel of separation.  The electors did not then accept
or reject a candidate on the ground of his religion.
Mahomedans therefore filled a far larger number of
seats on Municipal and District Boards than their pro-
portion to the total population or their stakes in the
country would entitle them to hold.   The result has
been that in addition to the four seats specially reserved
to the Mahomedans, they have won two more seats in undue
the  United  Provinces  in  the general  elections,  and proportion
these with the nominations made by the Government, ?f Muslims
have given them eight seats out of a total of 26 non- Council
official seats in the legislature of the province, where
they form but one-sixth of the population!    This is
protecting the interests of a minority with a vengeance.